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transmits perceptions in an unconscious way. Everything,
whether outer or inner objects or their associations, can
be the object of this perception. Intuition has this peculiar
quality : it is neither sensation, nor feeling-, nor intellectual
conclusion, although it may appear in any of these forms.
Through intuition any one content is presented as a
complete whole, without our being able to explain or
discover in what way this content has been arrived at.
Intuition is a kind of instinctive apprehension, irrespective
of the nature of its contents, Like sensation (q.v.) it is an
irrational (q,v.) perceptive function. Its contents, like those
oi sensation, have the character of being given, in contrast
to the 'derived' or 'deduced' character of feeling and
thinking contents. Intuitive cognition, therefore, possesses
an intrinsic character of certainty ancl conviction which
enabled Spinoza to uphold the ( scientia intuitiva' as the
highest form of cognition.1 Intuition has this quality in
common with sensation, whose physical foundation is the
ground and origin of its certitude. In the same way,
the certainty of intuition depends upon a definite psychic
matter of fact, of whose origin ancl state of readiness,
however, the subject was quite unconscious.
Intuition appears either in a subjective or an objective
form : the former is a perception of unconscious psychic
facts whose origin is essentially subjective; the latter is
a perception of facts which depend upon subliminal
perceptions of the object and upon the thoughts and
feelings occasioned thereby,
Concrete and abstract forms of intuition may be dis-
tinguished according to the degree of participation on the
part of sensation, Concrete intuition carries perceptions
which are concerned with the actuality of things, while
abstract intuition transmits the perceptions of ideational
associations. Concrete intuition is a reactive process, since
* Similarly Bergson,